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“To provide for and promote, for exclusively peaceful 

purposes, cooperation among European states in 
space research and technology and their space 

applications.” 

Article 2 of ESA Convention 

Purpose of ESA 
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•  Over 40 years of experience 

•  20 Member States 

•  Five establishments in Europe, 
about 2200 staff 

•  4 billion Euro budget (2012) 

•  Over 70 satellites designed, tested 
and operated in flight 

•  17 scientific satellites in operation  

•  Six types of launcher developed 

•  Celebrated the 200th launch of 
Ariane in February 2011 

ESA Facts and Figures 
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ESA has 20 Member States: 17 
states of the EU (AT, BE, CZ, DE, 
DK, ES, FI, FR, IT, GR, IE, LU, NL, 
PT, RO, SE, UK, PL) plus Norway 
and Switzerland.  
 
Seven other EU states have 
Cooperation Agreements with ESA:  
Estonia, Slovenia, Hungary, Cyprus, 
Latvia, Lithuania and the Slovak 
Republic. Bulgaria and Malta are 
negotiating Cooperation Agreements. 
 
Canada takes part in some 
programmes under a Cooperation 
Agreement. 

20 Member States and Growing 
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1.   Space science 
2.   Human spaceflight 
3.   Exploration 
4.   Earth observation 
5.   Launchers 

ESA is one of the few space agencies in the world to 
combine responsibility in nearly all areas of space activity.  

Activities 

•  Navigation 
•  Telecommunications 
•  Technology 
•  Operations  
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Houston 

Washington 

Kourou 

Moscow 

ESA sites/facilities  

Offices 

ESTEC 
(Noordwijk) 

Brussels 
ESA HQ 
(Paris) 

Toulouse 

ESAC 
(Madrid) ESRIN 

(Rome) 

EAC 
(Cologne) 

ESOC 
(Darmstadt) 

ESA’S Locations 

Harwell 

Redu 

Salmijaervi 
(Kiruna) 

ESA ground stations 

New Norcia 

Santa Maria 

Cebreros, 
Villafranca  

Oberpfaffenhofen 

Maspalomas 

Perth 
Malargüe 
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Budget 2012 
4020.1 M€ 

ESA 2012 Budget by Domain 

Technology support* 
 2.0%, 81.0 M€ 

Launchers 
14.4%, 578.0 M€ 

M€: Million Euro 
*includes Third Party Activities 

Robotic Exploration 
& Prodex 

 3.1%, 123.0 M€ 

Human Spaceflight* 
10.3%, 413.3 M€ 

Navigation* 
17.9%, 720.7 M€ 

Telecom & Integrated 
Applications* 

8.2%, 330.0 M€ Earth Observation* 
21.4%, 861.4 M€ 

Scientific Programme 
11.9%, 479.7 M€ 

Associated with General 
Budget 

4.8%, 190.3 M€ 

Basic Activities 
5.5%, 221.5 M€ 

European Cooperating 
States Agreement 

(ECSA) 0.1%, 5.8 M€ 

Space Situational Awareness 
0.4%, 15.4 M€ 



ESA | Hans Georg Mockel | Director of Human Resources, Facility Management and Informatics | 16/01/2013 | D/HFI | Slide  8 

ESA UNCLASSIFIED – For Official Use 

Would you like to know more? 
www.esa.int 


